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MotoGP race at Qatar is postponed 
 
 
Due to adverse weather conditions, the MotoGP race at the Commercial bank Grand 
Prix of Qatar has been postponed. Following discussions between FIM, IRTA, Dorna 
and the QMMF, a proposal was put to the MotoGP teams to run the race tomorrow 
evening. Thanks to a huge effort from all parties concerned, and out of respect to fans 
of motorsport around the world, it has been decided that the race will take place on 
Monday 13th April, 2009. 
 
The warm-up will run at 6.30pm local time (GMT+3), with the race scheduled to start 
at 9pm. 
 
FIM Road-racing Commission President, Mr. Claude Danis stated, "For safety 
reasons it was not possible to race in the night due to the reflection of the lights on 
the track. This decision had already been taken a few years ago when we first decided 
to run a night race in Qatar. On behalf of the FIM I am very happy that we could 
postpone the race until tomorrow. It is important for the championship, especially at 
the first race, and I would like to thank Dorna, QMMF, IRTA and the MotoGP teams for 
helping reach this decision together." 
 
Dorna Sports CEO, Mr. Carmelo Ezpeleta added, "After the arrival of a large storm 
we had to cancel the race as it was unsafe. The QMMF offered us the choice to run the 
race tomorrow, and as it was a very important decision we wanted to consult with all 
the team managers. The postponement was accepted by a large majority. This has 
been an extraordinary decision in extraordinary circumstances. 
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About FIM 
FIM (WWW.FIM-LIVE.COM), the world governing body for motorcycle sport, is an 
independent association formed by 98 National Federations throughout the world. It is 
recognized as the sole competent authority in motorcycle sport by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). Among its 49 FIM World Championships its main events 
are MotoGP, Superbike, Endurance, Motocross, Supercross, Trial, Enduro and 
Speedway. FIM also deals with non-sporting matters such as leisure motorcycling, 
mobility, transport, road safety and public policy and the environment, FIM was the 
first International sporting Federation to enforce an Environmental Code in 1994. 
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